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GDR TRADE UKTON FEDERATION IS TURNING SUBVERSIVE

ﬁommcnt: The information in this report was condensed from an
article in the Hamburg pictorial veekly Der Spiegel. This magazine
tends toward the sensational style of reporting, and apparently re-
lies on its own reporters and correspondents for stories of this
type. No indication of the criginal source of the story is given_._—/'

The GDR Free German Trade Union Federation » FDGB, has bLecome en antigovera-
ment resistence crganization. Minister President Walter Ulbricht made the re-
mark: "It is hard to believe how rany comrades are discovering their capebili-
ties as trade unionists these days and are using the FDCB as an opposition plat-
form against the Party apparatus."”

The FDGB, with its official membership of 5 million, has become a hiding
place for old-line Communists and SED officials who are opposing Ulbricht. Kem-
bership is compulsory for workers, and the organization has the largest funds of
any political organizaticn in the GDR. Itz funds pay the expenses of mest of
the Communist propagande in the West and about 50 per cent of the salaries of
the “National Front" functionaries. All FDGR funetionaries, from the top down,
are appointed by the SED; union functicnaries in plonts mey net be elected with-
out the epproval of the plant's party organization.

Nevertheless, on 17 June 1953, at least 30 per cent of the PDUR functiona-
ries approved the strike calls. Federation headquarters in Berlin is 53111 re-
ceiving letters threatening strikes. At tue 15th Jession wf the Jentral Com-
witiee of the SED, Ulbricht read e letter, written by the FDGE clhairnan of the
Union of Administrative, Benlk, and Insurance Workers at Crimma, ‘o the Gtate
Control Commission: "If you knuckleheads in Berlin want our charwomen tu tLake
adventage of their c--stitutional right to strike, just keep it up: “Ulbricht
thereupon sharply addrvessed Ferbert Warnke, the chairmen of the FDGB, and a for-
mer Communist crganiter at the Blohm und Voss shipyards et Hamburg, with the
remark: "I must say, the trade union policy expressed in this letter is stirange
indeed." He then denanded an investigation of the trade union members and func-
tlonaries who engaged in provocations, in order to uncover their conneetions with
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underground organizations. He requested that these persons be isolated from the
other workers and that the proper organizational measures be taken. A commis-
sion, made up of members of the SED Central Committee &nd the State Security Ser-
vice, was formed to compile a report on "The Situation in the FDGB." At the
beginning of September, this report was submitted to Ulbricht.

The findings of the report are disastrous. It states that since 17 June the
FDGB has been unable to colleet about L0 per cent of its membership dues. Nearly
one million compulsory members, most of them without any party affiliation, sim-
ply let their membership expire. In (order to combat the insistent) question:
"What 15 the FDGB doing with our money?" the press has been ordered to print in-
terviews with workers returning from FDGB vacation homes.

The commission established another, even more alarming fact. The FDGB is
suffering from "diversionist infiltration," Ex-SED menbers, expelled prior to
and after 17 June, and dismissed party officiels most of them cld-line Communists
or "Pitoists,” have found a haven inside the FDGB. The only FDGB offices still
operating are those run by these men. These offices have connections with the
Yugoslav Trade Union Federation and with opposition groups in the West German
Trade Union Federation (DGB) which are against both Moscow and the DCB leadership.-

Wherever there are such offices of the FDGB in nationalized industries of
‘the GDR, they have the support of the workers. Despite personal visits by Polit-
buro members to these plants and despite large-scale operations by the State Secur- ;
ity Service, the Federation headquarters has been unable to replace these diver- i
sionist functionaries with others who are loyal to the party line.

|
Discussions with these opposition groups can be risky even for functiocnaries i
from FDGB headquarters. Alex Stark, the former deputy chairman of the FDGB, head {
been arrested in 1951 and replaced by Rudolf Kirchner; later, he was rehabiliated
but is now back in jail. ke dared to attaclk an oppositicn group at the "Bau-Union |
Nord-Ost" [E nationalized construction firg7 at Torgelow. However, in his dis- é
cussion with the old trade unionists there, he fared very badly. Consequently,
he was accused of "opportunism and defeatism" and arrested by the State Security
Service.

The Central Committee of the SED has now discovered that trying tc win dis-
cussions with FDGB oppositicn groups is useless. The best agitators and the most
experienced Communists are using the FDGEB &s a cover. Many of the old conspira-
tors of the prewar XPD (Communist Party of Germany) are organizing an underground i
anti-Soviet moverent within the FDGB.

As an example, the report of the commission cites the fact that the entire
courier service maintained by the strikers on 17 June 1953 was operated by the
railroad workers' union which, since it had the technical facilities at its dis-
posal, also -immediately contacted the West German trade unions.

Wherever privete and political liaison broke down during the .7 June upris-
ing, the FDGB opposition groups formed "revolutionary staffs.” The possibilitias
for operation of these staffs must have been so fer-reaching, thet they prompted
Ulbricht to make the remarr® "Althcugh they never did eny pelitical woal befors,
a lot of trade union ianctionaries suddenly become amazingly cctiva on 17 June!l”

ittacks, Warnke immedintely colled e confrrenns of the FDGEB
leaders in August. L conference brought some startling results. Regional ‘FDGB
headquarters preseni ° demands by the workers which practically ~mounted to demends
for the resignation @ the sovermment, and FDGB funrctionariaeu appoantezd by head-
quarters were thrown out by the workers end their predecessors were reinsteied.
Files containing conspiratorial material and belonging to the FDGB Wenst Comnis—
sinns disappeared, and Communistimeahers of the West German DGB, who had Illegally

After Ulbricht's
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participated in FDGB meetings, such as August Mueller of Wuppertal, Paul Freitag
of Wenne-Eickel, and Helmut Bartseh of Berlin-Tiergarten, suddenly found themselves
exposed. by such FDGB Files supplied by unidentified sources. :

- Those whom the FDGB had s¢lected to subvert West German trade unions turned
out to be active in the DGB and to be in contact with Titoist trade union groups.
Whrnke.commepted: "For the first time in its existence, our whole organization
is.at stake. If we do not take energetic action, the FDGB will turn into a Fas-
cist underground organization.”

It ghould be noted, however, that both Ulbricht and Wernke were aware of the
fact .that the FDGB had become & camouflaged resistance organization of the rebels
of 17 June even befora the commission submitted its report.

. FDGB.circlcs.now believe that Warnlie will be replaced by his deputy, Rudolf
Kirchner, who .has much better connectlions with the MGB offices at Karlshorst and
is very hiéh}y thought of by Ulbricht.
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